Since this is the last Kingfisher edition for the current Appalachian Audubon season, I am going to do something different this month and touch briefly on several different subjects.  

Backyard Wildlife Garden Field Trip Postponed
The backyard wildlife field trip which I had proposed last year is being postponed for one more year because I am organizing the “Forever Wild – 2006” concert with Walkin’ Jim Stoltz that will be held in our area on September 23rd.  I hope you will all come out for this exciting event.  Hopefully, we can reschedule the field trip for June 2007, so keep on planting those native plants and improving your wildlife habitat. E-mail me at mitandpak@aol.com when your property is certified by the National Wildlife Federation or is ready to have our AAS members visit your special backyard wildlife habitat.  
Speaking of Native Plants…

The more we understand about the relationship between native plants and the way they support our native birds, beneficial insects, butterflies, moths and other wildlife, the more valuable and essential we understand these plants are.  Visit native plant sales and nurseries this gardening season, but also ask your local nursery managers and plant buyers for native plants.  Let them know that you are interested in using native plants.  Garden centers will carry whatever will sell most readily, so we have to educate others about the value of native plants.  

The “Invasive Dirty Dozen”
A new brochure has been published by the PA Dept. of Conservation & Natural Resources listing the top 12 worst plants for landscaping.  Many of these are currently available to purchase at your local garden center, but these plants have proven to be invasive, meaning they will self-seed or spread rapidly to take over native habitat for wildlife.  The twelve “dirty” plants are: Burning Bush (Euonymous altus), Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii), English Ivy (Hedera helix), Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica), Butterfly Bush (Buddleia davidii), Norway Maple (Acer platanoides), Oriental Bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata), Bradford Pear (Pyrus calleryana), Japanese Stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum), Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) and Privets (Ligustrum species.) The brochure lists native alternatives to use in place of these invasives.  I will try to have some of these brochures available at the May AAS banquet and meeting.  

You might be surprised to see Butterfly Bush on that list, since it seems to be a great plant that does attract butterflies by the dozens.  If you have this plant, please take the time to deadhead the blooms when they are faded and before the seeds have time to mature.  In some areas, Butterfly Bush is now growing rampant as a woodland understory, taking over valuable habitat for our woodland wildlife.  
Words of Inspiration
The following letter came to me over the Monarch Watch listserve.  It appeared in the Record Newspaper in Kitchener, Canada, in early April.   It was written by a nine year old girl named Mattea Haga.  I couldn’t have said it better myself and hope the words will inspire you to make a difference today and everyday.  Have a great summer!

”Soon I will be turning 10 and what I want most for my birthday is to make a difference. I want to do something to save nature. I asked my friends not to
bring birthday presents to my party, but instead help me adopt an owl by donating to the Long Point bird recovery program. I picked an owl because I am a "night owl."

I want to ask the mayor not to spray pesticides in our city. Did you know milkweed is the only plant the monarch butterfly will lay its eggs on and the only food source that the monarch caterpillars will eat?  Don't you think it's strange that the monarch butterfly is on the protected list because it is endangered but that the milkweed plant it needs to survive is still being sprayed? Now does that really make any sense?

If we all did just one small thing each and every day to make the world a better place, what a difference we could make. So think of something you can do today to make the world a better place; maybe it's as simple as a smile or a kind word. Maybe it's volunteering time or donating money. Whatever it is, big or small, it does make a difference. It's not so important what you do, but that you actually do something.

It would be nice if there were space in the newspaper for kids to write in about what they are doing to "nurture nature." I am sure there are lots of kids doing great things.”  
