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Thank You Bird Seed Sale Volunteers 
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Volunteers Jon Dale, Judy Bowman, and Sue Strassner    
taking a break from selling bird feeders.  
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Bird Resources 



ment projects. Long term data from 
banding can show researchers where 
birds migrate, how long birds can live, 
and even il lustrate long term          
population trends, such as if a certain 
species of bird is increasing or  decreas-
ing in population size. This information 
is used for bird  conservation, as well as 
to learn more about individual species. 
The data can also be used to improve 
management practices for different 
species, and especially for monitoring 
threatened or endangered species. 

All banding data are sent to the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) Bird Band-
ing Laboratory. They receive data from 
all banders in North America, and use 
the data to conduct research. When a 
previously banded bird is caught on 
PISP, the USGS will send Dr. Sargent 
(who holds the banding permit for this 
location) information on when and 
where that bird was initially banded. 
She will also get a report of any bird 
that is first banded here and is later 

A first year warbler, hatched this 
June in the forests of eastern Canada, 
travels south until it reaches Lake 
Erie. Stopping on the shoreline,     
perhaps at Long Point in Ontario, the 
bird will forage and wait for good 
weather conditions before launching 
its perilous journey across the lake   
towards Pennsylvania. 

�

Leaving at sundown, the warbler, 
along with thousands of other birds, 
will head out across the dark lake with 
the goal of reaching land 
before its energy reserves 
are depleted.  As daylight 
appears, the first piece of 
land that the weary bird 
may see is Presque Isle 
State Park (PISP) – a       
vegetated sandy peninsula   
jutting out into Lake Erie 
that acts as a funnel during 
spring   migration. Here 
each fall, birds drop out by 
the millions to rest and feed 
before     continuing their 
southerly   sojourn.  A few 
dozen each year may also 
f ind  themse lves  an            
unexpected participant in 
Audubon’s science work.   

�

A long history of bird 
banding  exists at PISP, 
which in recent years, has 
been   continued by Dr. 
Sarah     Sargent, Audubon 
Pa’s Northwest Important 
Bird Area Coordinator.  
With the help of banding 
supervisor Linnea Rouse, and Student 
Conservation Association   intern   
Andrea Reinhart, Dr. Sargent is     
conducting a study on habitat quality 
for migrant birds.  In addition to 
banding birds at PISP, Erie Bluffs 
State Park (EBSP) has been recently 
added to the study and banding data 
from both sites are being compared. 
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Bird banding provides useful      
information for research and manage-

caught somewhere else. 
�

A typical day of banding begins 
when the sun rises. As 12 mist-nets are 
set up, the woods come alive with   
foraging birds and their calls. Birds 
have a hard time detecting the fine 
mesh    material of the nets and fly into 
them. Nets are checked every         
half-hour, and the unharmed birds are 
promptly     removed. A small metal 
band supplied by the USGS, is placed 
on the right leg. They are     measured 

and  we i ghed ,  then          
released quickly.  
�

    Audubon Pa bands       
migrant songbirds six days 
a week, at two sites at PISP 
and one site at EBSP. 
Banding began at EBSP 
last spring; this fall marks 
the   second complete   
season of data collection.  
�

    Interestingly, species     
diversity and abundance 
vary between sites. EBSP 
offers a different habitat 
type than that at PISP. Erie 
Bluffs    provides          
substantial edge habitat   
located between     agricul-
tural fields and mature   
d e c i d u o u s  f o r e s t .           
Additionally, invasive plant 
species are minimal and the 
understory of the forest is 
very open.  
�

    As of early October 
2009, 121 birds, of 35 different       
species, have been captured at EBSP. 
Most of the banding time is spent at 
PISP, so more birds are caught there. 
The two Presque Isle banding sites 
have yielded 515 birds of 65 different 
species.  

�

For photos and stories, visit   
http://pispbirdbanding.blogspot.com.  
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